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(57) ABSTRACT

A method for monitoring a radiation dose applied to a patient
being exposed or having been exposed to radiation from a
medical imaging system, the medical imaging system com-
prising an X-ray source, the X-ray source describing a trajec-
tory in a coordinate system of reference of the medical imag-
ing system having an origin, the method comprising
determining the current coordinates, in the coordinate system
of reference of the medical imaging system, of a current
region being exposed or having been exposed to radiation
from the X-ray source, of an envelope of a patient model, in
relation to a current position of the X-ray source, determin-
ing, from the current coordinates, a current coordinate system
of reference having as origin the current position of the X-ray
source, the current coordinate system of reference being cen-
tered on the current region, and displaying a representation of
the current region centered on the current coordinate system
of reference.
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1
METHOD FOR MONITORING A RADIATION
DOSE

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATION
APPLICATION

This is the national stage application under 35 U.S.C. §371
(c) of prior filed, co-pending PCT Application serial number
PCT/US2011/057657, filed on Oct. 25, 2011, which claims
priority to French Patent Application number 1060064, filed
on Dec. 3, 2010, the disclosures of which are hereby incor-
porated in their entirety by reference herein.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

Embodiments of the present invention relate to the field of
medical imaging using radiation and more particularly,
related to the estimation and monitoring of radiation doses to
which a body or some organs thereof are subjected, when
acquiring images by means of a radiation imaging system.
Embodiments of the present invention also relate to the real-
time monitoring of radiation doses to which a patient is sub-
jected during radiological procedure.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Exposure of a patient to X-rays produces two types of
effects:—stochastic, long-term effects (cancer risk) are
related to the dose accumulated by patients throughout their
lifetime, from this perspective, any radiation dose must be
weighed against the benefit for the patient, and short-term
effects over the hours, days and weeks following after expo-
sure (burns), these are related to short-time exposure at very
high dose.

Yet, radiation imaging can expose a patient’s body or some
parts thereof to radiation doses which may vary substantially
from one acquisition to another, particularly in relation to the
chosen directions of exposure.

Also, radiation and notably X-rays interact very differently
with the bones or tissues of the human body, preventing easy
understanding of the level of radiation to which a given part of
the body can still be exposed.

There is therefore a need for the monitoring of radiation
doses received by a body or by different parts thereof during
an examination involving one or more acquisitions of radio-
logical images.

It is also desired, when acquiring new images, to avoid
accumulating too excessive radiation doses in some body
regions or in some organs, and hence to be able to determine
the acquisition conditions for subsequent images allowing
optimization of the radiation doses accumulated in a body.

Methods are known to estimate the distribution of radiation
doses accumulated in a patient’s body.

However, with these methods it is not possible to determine
how the position of the X-ray source can be modified to
prevent too strong exposure of a body region.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An objective of the invention is to be able, at all times, to
monitor the dose quantity of radiation a body region of a
patient is exposed to, and optionally to be able to determine
how to re-position the medical imaging system to irradiate a
different region. According to a first aspect, the invention
concerns a method for monitoring a radiation dose applied to
apatient being exposed or who has been exposed to radiation
by a medical imaging system, the medical imaging system
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comprising an X-ray source, the method comprising the fol-
lowing steps:—in relation to a current position of the X-ray
source; determining a distribution of the dose on a current
region of an envelope of a patient model, such distribution
corresponding to the interaction between the radiation of the
source at the current position and said current region; display-
ing a representation of the envelope of the patient model with
the current region.

Other embodiments include: a step to determine the coor-
dinates of the current region, within the current coordinate
system of reference, the current region being defined by a
closed surface delimited by at least three points, the step
comprising determining a difference between the coordinates
of the points in the coordinate system of reference of the
medical imaging system and the coordinates of the current
position of the X-ray source in the coordinate system of
reference of the medical imaging system; the display of two-
dimensional mapping of the model envelope, mapping com-
prising at least one region being exposed or having been
exposed, the display being centered on the current region; a
step to determine a position of the X-ray source in the coor-
dinate system of reference of the imaging system, to expose a
region determined from the map centered on the current coor-
dinate system of reference; a step to associate a dose value
with each region of the model envelope, the dose being
defined by air kerma; the dose associated with each region
corresponds to an accumulation of a plurality of dose values
derived from previous exposure; a step to determine a three-
dimensional model of the patient defined by an envelope, the
model being chosen from among the following group: cylin-
der, sphere, flat cylinder; and the display of the representation
of the current region is superimposed over a radiological
image of the patient.

According to an embodiment, there is provided a method
for monitoring a radiation dose applied to a patient being
exposed or having been exposed to radiation by a medical
imaging system, the medical imaging system comprising an
X-ray source. The method comprising the following steps: in
relation to a current position of the radiation source, deter-
mining a distribution of the dose on a current region of an
envelope of a patient model, said distribution corresponding
to the interaction between the radiation of the source at the
current position and said current region; displaying a repre-
sentation of the envelope of the patient model with the current
region.

An embodiment of the method further comprises: for a
region of the patient model, the determining of the interaction
and distribution of the accumulated dose depends on one or
more parameters: air kerma which depends on exposure and
the X-ray beam, the quantity of dose absorbed by the patient’s
skin, the backscattering coefficient, the coefficient of dose
entry into the patient; for a region of the patient model, the
determining of the interaction and distribution of the accu-
mulated dose also depends on the following parameters of the
medical imaging system, such as the geometric characteris-
tics of emission the properties of the emission tube, and the
emitted focal spot size; and a step to determine the current
region being exposed or having been exposed to the X-ray
source at the current position. In an embodiment, the repre-
sentation of the patient model is two-dimensional or three-
dimensional. In an embodiment, the display comprises cen-
tering the patient model on the current region in relation to the
current position of the X-ray source.

According to an embodiment, there is provided a medical
imaging system comprising a processing unit to implement a
method applied to a patient being exposed or who has been
exposed to radiation by a medical imagining system.
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According an embodiment, there is provided a computer
program comprising machine instructions to implement a
method applied to a patient being exposed or who has been
exposed to radiation by a medical imaging system.

The present invention has the advantage of at least allowing
the monitoring of exposed regions in relation to the position
of the X-ray source of the medical imaging system.

It is through the use of angle coordinates in two-dimen-
sional form that the monitoring of exposed regions, notably in
terms of emitted dose, can be facilitated.

With each new position of the X-ray source, a practitioner
can determine which region is exposed and can determine
possible re-positioning to be applied to the source to expose a
region of interest.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Other characteristics and advantages of the present inven-
tion will become further apparent from the following descrip-
tion which is solely illustrative and non-limiting, and is to be
read in connection with the appended drawings in which:

FIG. 1 illustrates a medical imaging system conforming to
an embodiment the present invention;

FIG. 2 schematically illustrates the conventions used to
locate elements within a coordinate system of reference of a
medical imaging system of origin according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention;

FIG. 3 illustrates a 2D map of a patient model according to
an embodiment of the present invention;

FIGS. 4A, 4B, and 5 schematically illustrate method
according to an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 6 schematically illustrates the determining of a region
in an envelope of a patient model according to an embodiment
of the present invention,

FIGS. 7A, 7B, and 7C illustrate the locating of an exposed
region within the coordinate system of reference of the medi-
cal imaging system and within a current coordinate system of
reference according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion; and

FIG. 8 schematically illustrates centering of the envelope
of a patient model on a current region, according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Medical Imaging System

FIG.11llustrates a medical imaging device 10 with a C-arm
used for examining a patient. This X-ray medical imaging
device 1 comprises a C-arm 2 on which an X-ray source 3 and
a detector 4 are arranged facing one another. The C-arm 2 is
mounted on a stand 5. The C-arm 2 can be moved in different
directions D, D', relative to stand 5.

In manner known per se, the movements of the X-ray
source are referenced in a coordinate system of reference of
the medical imaging system defined by a Cranio-Caudal axis
(CRA/CAU) and by a Right Anterior Oblique/Left Anterior
Oblique axis (RAO/LAO) which are perpendicular to each
other and intersect at an iso-centre (O) in an isocentric sys-
tem. FIG. 2 illustrates said conventions.

The medical imaging device 1 may comprise a table 6
intended to receive an object to be imaged e.g. a patient. The
table 6 in this case is arranged on a base 7 and can be moved
in several directions A, A' relative to the base 7.

The detector 4 may be a semiconductor image sensor com-
prising caesium iodide phosphor (scintillator) for example on
a transistor/photodiode array in amorphous silicon. Other
suitable detectors are: a CCD sensor, direct digital detector
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which directly converts X-rays into digital signals, or a detec-
tor with image enhancer. The detector 4 illustrated in FIG. 1
is planar and defines a planar image surface, however other
geometries are possible.

The device comprises a control unit 6 connected to the
C-arm 2 via wire or wireless connection. The control unit 6 is
used to control acquisition by setting parameters such as
radiation dose to be emitted by the X-ray source and angle
position of the C-arm 2. The control unit 6 can also be used to
control the positioning of the C-arm 2.

The control unit 6 may comprise a reader device (not
illustrated) e.g. a diskette reader, CD-ROM, DVD-ROM
reader or connection ports to read the instructions for a con-
trol or processing method from an instruction medium (not
illustrated) such as a diskette, CD-ROM, DVD-ROM or USB
key or in general using any removable storage medium or via
a network connection.

In an embodiment, a storage unit 9 is connected to the
control unit 8 to record image parameters acquired during a
radiological examination for example. It is possible to make
provision so that the storage unit 9 is located inside or outside
the control unit 8.

The storage unit 9 can be formed of a hard disk or SSD, or
any other removable, re-write storage means (USB keys,
memory cards, etc.). The storage unit 9 may be a ROM/RAM
memory of the control unit 8, USB key, memory card,
memory of a central server.

Also, in an embodiment, the display unit 11 is connected to
the controlunit 8 to display mapping of a patient model as part
of a method for monitoring a radiation dose applied to a
patient being exposed or having been exposed to radiation by
the medical imaging system. The display unit 11 for example
may be a computer screen, a monitor, flat screen, plasma
screen or any other type of display device of known type. Said
display unit 11 may be the same as the one used to display
radiological images derived from acquisition by means of the
medical imaging system. In an embodiment, to perform pro-
cessing on the acquired images, the medical imaging device
also comprises a computing unit 12.

Transmission of data from the storage unit 9 to the com-
puting unit 12 can be made via an internal or external com-
puter network or by means of any suitable physical memory
medium such as CD-ROM, DVD-ROM, external hard disk,
USB key, SD card, etc. In an embodiment, the computing unit
12 is one or more computers, or one Or More processors, one
or more microcontrollers, one or more microcomputers, one
or more programmable logic controllers, one or more appli-
cation-specific integrated circuits, other programmable cir-
cuits, or other devices which include a computer such as a
workstation.

As a variant, the computing unit 12 may comprise a reader
device (not illustrated) for example a diskette reader, CD-
ROM or DVD-ROM reader, or connection ports to read the
instructions of the processing method from an instruction
medium (not illustrated) e.g. a diskette, CD-ROM, DVD-
ROM, or USB key or more generally any removable memory
medium or via a network connection.

The computing unit 12 may be connected to the display
unit 11 (as in FIG. 1) or to another display unit (not illus-
trated).

Method for monitoring a radiation dose applied to a patient
being exposed or having been exposed to radiation of a medi-
cal imaging system.

In an embodiment, to monitor a dose (effective dose,
absorbed dose) of radiation applied to a patient being exposed
or having been exposed to radiation of the medical imaging
system, a first step 100 determines a three-dimensional (3D)
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patient model for which, at a second step 200, one or more
dose values are determined, these dose values being associ-
ated with regions of the patient model.

Finally, to allow the practitioner to visualize the deter-
mined doses associated with the different regions of the
patient model, at a third step 300 a representation of the
patient model is displayed. This display may or may not be
centered on a current region corresponding to a current posi-
tion of the X-ray source.

Determination 100 of the Patient Model

Inan embodiment, the patient model is a three-dimensional
(3D) model which may depend on physiological parameters
of the patient (weight, height, gender, etc.) and on several
parameters of the medical imaging system. The physiological
parameters are derived for example from an examination
carried out prior to a radiological examination.

The 3D model can be approximated by a cylindrical shape
enveloping the patient. More complex shapes can be envis-
aged: spherical, flat cylinder. The shape of the 3D model can
be optimized by acquisition of patient contours or using con-
ventional segmenting and reconstructing techniques from a
plurality of acquired 2D images of the patient. In an embodi-
ment, the 3D model may also depend on variations in density
of the different constituent parts of the patient.

In an embodiment, the 3D model of the patient is stored in
a storage unit 9 of the medical imaging system in the form of
an envelope of the model that assumes the shape of a mesh,
each region of the mesh being defined by a plurality of verti-
ces. The vertices correspond to the X-ray emission field for a
current position of the X-ray source.

This mesh corresponds to sampling of the envelope of the
3D patient model in relation to the position of the X-ray
source.

FIG. 3 illustrates a mesh 30 corresponding to an envelope
of a cylindrical 3D model of the patient in which the axes
CRA/CAU and RAO/LAO are shown corresponding to a
patient lying down, the centre O here being the isocentre of an
isocentric medical imaging system.

To obtain a more precise patient model, the model may also
depend on Equivalent Patient Thickness EPT of the patient’s
body. This is an estimate of the thickness of the patient’s body
through which the X-rays are to pass. This thickness provides
data on X-ray requirements in order to be able to take an
image of a given region of the patient’s body. It will be
understood that the greater the thickness, the more the X-ray
emission dose must be increased.

In an embodiment, to improve the precision of the patient
model, the following parameters can be taken into account:
emission characteristics (voltage in kV, intensity in mA); and
properties of the emission tube; and emitted focal spot size.

In an embodiment, the 3D model can be determined at the
start of procedure and updated during the procedure. To
update the 3D model, the images acquired during the radio-
logical examination are used.

Determination 200 of one or more dose values associated
with one or more regions of the patient model.

In an embodiment, the determination 200 of dose values
for each region of the patient model depends upon one or
more parameters from among: air kerma, dependent upon
exposure and the X-ray beam; the quantity of dose absorbed
by the skin; the backscattering coefficient which may be seen
as an X-ray filtering effect; and the coefficient of dose entry
into the patient.

In an embodiment, for each dose value, in addition to the
above-mentioned parameters, it is necessary to take into
account the geometry associated with each exposure namely
the following parameters of the medical imaging system: the
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emission characteristics (voltage in kV, intensity in mA); the
properties of the emission tube; and the emitted focal spot
size.

For precision of dose calculation, with each acquired
image, the dose distribution is to be measured and the patient
model modified. However, throughout an examination up to
10° images may be acquired which gives rise to a problem of
storage for all this data, and the needs in terms of computing
power are considerable.

An embodiment of the present invention solves said prob-
lem by computing the above-discussed parameters for each
image, and by accumulating these with dose measurements
which correspond to images already acquired using the same
acquisition geometry. With said approach, the necessary stor-
age capacity and computing power are reduced.

Display 300 of a Representation of the Patient Model

In an embodiment, the display 300 of a representation of
the patient model comprises displaying the dose distribution
on the envelope of the patient model.

The purpose is to associate several regions of the patient
model with a dose value. Said representation of dose distri-
bution on the envelope of the patient model comprises the
succession of following steps: determination 301 of vertices
A, B, C, D delimiting a region Z exposed by the X-ray source;
determination 302 of the centre C,, C,, C;,C, of eachray R,
R,, R;, R, emitted by the X-ray source 3 towards each vertex
A, B, C, D; determination 303 of the angle a,, a,, a5, o,
between a ray travelling from the X-ray source 3 towards a
vertex, and the normal to this apex; associating 304 with each
region a previously defined dose value; and optional center-
ing 305 of the display on a current region or region of interest.

In other words, for each position of the X-ray source, a
region of the patient model exposed by the source at this
position is determined and the dose value measured for this
position is associated therewith.

FIG. 4 illustrates a region 2 delimited by four vertices A, B,
C, D, corresponding to a field emitted by the X-ray source.
The display can take into account the type of backscattering
which is considered to be a filter which is applied to each
region of the patient envelope.

Finally, the representation can be made in several manners:
3D display of the complete patient model with: rendering of
3D surfaces by solid surfaces, and colour scale representing
the dose quantity; rendering of 3D surfaces by semi-transpar-
ent surfaces, and a colour scale representing dose quantity
inside/outside the surfaces of the model. In this manner, a
practitioner is provided with data outside and inside the
model; rendering of 3D surfaces by semi-transparent surfaces
of a realistic patient model (concave surfaces allowed) posi-
tioned inside; or combination of any of the above represen-
tations. The representation can also be made in 2D display of
the patient model: Display of the developed envelope (see
FIG. 3), the abscissa axis being indexed in terms of angles
taken along axes RAO/LAO and CRA/CAU with a colour
scale representing dose quantity.

In an embodiment, the mapping display can be merged
with or superimposed over an acquired radiological image to
identify structures in the imaged region which must not be
irradiated. In another embodiment, the image viewpoint may
be the X-ray emission focal spot instead of the centre of a
reference point in the medical imaging system.

Centering of the Display 305

In an embodiment, the display of a representation of the
envelope of the patient’s 3D model such that the representa-
tion is centered on a current region or region of interest.



US 9,095,278 B2

7

This so-called current region is either a region in the pro-
cess of being exposed to the X-ray source or a region which
has already been exposed: it is therefore a region of interest.

The purpose therefore is to allow a practitioner to visualize
the current region that is of interest, and in addition to deter-
mine how to control the movement of the X-ray source from
this current region.

FIG. 7A illustrates a cylindrical 3D model of the patient,
showing a region Z exposed to the X-ray source 3 and a
reference point of the medical imaging system defined by an
origin O and two axes perpendicular to each other: the cranio-
caudal axis (CRA/CAU), the left anterior oblique/right ante-
rior oblique axis (LAO/RAOQ). These two axes intersect at the
origin O of the reference point thus defined.

It is specified here that the reference point may be any
reference point. For example, in an isocentric system, the
origin may be the isocentre of the medical imaging system.
These axes correspond to a patient lying down in the field of
the medical imaging system.

The exposed region Z is a function of the Field of View
(FOV) of the X-ray source 3. Again with reference to FIG. 3,
the region Z is defined here by four vertices A, B, C, D taken
on the outer envelope of the 3D patient model. The region Z
is a closed surface, preferably convex, defined by these four
vertices. As already mentioned, the envelope of the 3D model
may be broken down into several regions, each region corre-
sponding to an angle position of the X-ray source. The four
vertices A, B, C, D are identified by their angle coordinates in
the coordinate system of reference of the medical imaging
system of origin O. Each point is defined by two angle coor-
dinates; one on the CRA/CAU axis the other on the LAO/
RAO axis.

These angle coordinates are respectively the polar coordi-
nate of the projection of each point defining the region Z in the
planes containing the CRA/CAU axis and the LAO/RAO
axis. The term “angle coordinates™ is used when locating a
region in the coordinate system of reference of the medical
imaging system. The region Z depends on the position of the
X-ray source which itself may be defined by angle coordi-
nates in the same manner as the vertices A, B, C, D defining
the region Z.

So that use can be made of the position of the exposed
region 7, notably during radiological procedure, the angle
coordinates of the four vertices delimiting the region Z are
projected in a current coordinate system of reference of origin
O' centered on the current region Z (i.e. the region being
exposed or the region for which an acquisition has been
made). The current coordinate system of reference here is a
2D reference.

FIG. 7B illustrates the projection of the angle coordinates
of the exposed region in the current coordinate system of
reference of origin O'. The term projection is meant a repre-
sentation of the angle coordinates in a 2D reference, with
abscissa corresponding to the angle taken along the LAO/
RAO axis and ordinate corresponding to the angle taken on
the CRA/CAU axis. This convention is in no way limiting.

The coordinates of the four vertices A, B, C, D in the
current coordinate system of reference are relative coordi-
nates since they depend on the current position of the X-ray
source 3.

In an embodiment, to obtain the coordinates in the current
coordinate system of reference, the angle coordinates of the
region in the coordinate system of reference of the medical
imaging system are determined and then recalculated relative
to a current coordinate system of reference of origin O' cor-
responding to the current position of the X-ray source.
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This entails subtracting the current angle coordinates of the
X-ray source (those taken in the coordinate system of refer-
ence of the medical imaging system) from the current coor-
dinates of each point defining the current region Z i.e. the
region in the current field of the X-ray source.

FIG. 7C illustrates the projection of the angle coordinates
of a region 7' adjacent to the region in FIG. 7B. This other
region Z' has vertices A', B', C' and D'.

FIG. 8 schematically illustrates the changeover from the
coordinate system of reference of the medical imaging sys-
tem of origin O to the current coordinate system of reference
of origin O'.

Again with reference to FIG. 8, the coordinates of vertex A
in the coordinate system of reference of the medical imaging
system are XA and Ya, and the coordinates of vertex A in the
current coordinate system of reference with origin O' are
given by Az 0,740 X4~ Xor Acrycar Y a~Y on Where X,
Y .- are the coordinates of the X-ray source projected in the
coordinate system of reference of the medical imaging sys-
tem which correspond to the region Z exposed by this position
of'the X-ray source.

The projection of the angle coordinates in the current coor-
dinate system of reference of origin O' allows the display of a
2D representation of the exposed region centered on the cur-
rent coordinate system of reference.

For a current position of the X-ray source, this allows the
determination of which current region is being exposed.

In an embodiment, the display of the 2D mapping of the
envelope of the patient model can be centered on the current
coordinate system of reference.

2D mapping, for a cylindrical 3D patient model, is in
rectangular form as illustrated in FIG. 6, broken down into
several regions.

A dose value can be associated with each region, such as
described previously. A colour or grey scale can be used to
represent the different dose values, a dark colour possibly
indicating that there is a risk that the region may be highly
exposed or was previously highly exposed.

The display of said mapping can be used in several man-
ners. In an embodiment, the display can be used, for example,
after exposure of the patient, to verify that this exposure has
been safely conducted for the patient, certain regions not
being excessively exposed.

The display can also be used to determine the best direc-
tions of exposure to be used for subsequent exposures, so as
not to expose some regions of the patient to an excessive
radiation dose.

The dose values can be updated on each re-positioning of
the X-ray source. The dose distribution for each region being
exposed or having been exposed is then optionally recom-
puted.

Computer Program

The method described in the foregoing can, in an embodi-
ment, be implemented in the form of a computer programme
comprising machine instructions to perform the steps of the
method.

This written description uses examples to disclose the
invention including the preferred embodiments, and also to
enable any person skilled in the art to practice the invention,
including making and using any devices or systems and per-
forming any incorporated methods. The patentable scope of
the invention is defined by the claims, and may include other
examples that occur to those skilled in the art. Such other
examples are intended to be within the scope of the claims if
they have structural elements with insubstantial difference
from the literal language of the claims.
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The invention claimed is:
1. A method for monitoring a radiation dose applied to a
patient being exposed or having been exposed to radiation of
amedical imaging system, the medical imaging system com-
prising an X-ray source, the X-ray source describing a trajec-
tory in a coordinate system of reference of the medical imag-
ing system having a first origin, the method comprising:
determining angle coordinates of a current region in the
coordinate system of reference of the medical imaging
system having the first origin, wherein the current region
comprises a region of an envelope of a patient model
currently exposed or having been exposed to radiation of
the X-ray source in relation to a current position of the
X-ray source;

determining angle coordinates of the current position of the
X-ray source in the coordinate system of reference of the
medical imaging system having the first origin;

determining a difference between the angle coordinates of
the current region and the angle coordinates of the cur-
rent position of the X-ray source in the coordinate sys-
tem of reference of the medical imaging system having
the first origin;

determining angle coordinates of the current region in a

current coordinate system of reference having a second
origin corresponding to the current position of X-ray
source;

projecting the angle coordinates of the current region in the

current coordinate system of reference having the sec-
ond origin; and

displaying a representation of the current region centered

on the current coordinate system of reference.

2. The method according to claim 1, further comprising:

determining the angle coordinates of the current region in

the current coordinate system of reference, the current
region being defined by a closed surface delimited by at
least three points; and

determining a difference between the angle coordinates of

the at least three points in the coordinate system of
reference of the medical imaging system and the angle
coordinates of the current position of the X-ray source in
the coordinate system of reference of the medical imag-
ing system.

3. The method according to claim 1, further comprising:

displaying a display of a two-dimensional mapping of the

envelope of the patient model, the two-dimensional
mapping comprising at least one region being exposed
or having been exposed, the display being centered on
the current region.

4. The method according to claim 3, further comprising:

determining a position of the X-ray source in the coordi-

nate system of reference of the medical imaging system
to determine the current region being exposed or having
been exposed from the two-dimensional mapping cen-
tered on the current coordinate system of reference.

5. The method according to claim 1, further comprising:

associating a dose value with each region of the envelope of

the patient model, the dose value being defined by air
kerma.

6. The method according to claim 5, wherein the dose value
associated with each region corresponds to an accumulation
of a plurality of dose values derived from prior exposure.

7. The method according to claim 1, further comprising:

determining a three-dimensional model of the patient

defined by an envelope, wherein the three-dimensional
model is a cylinder, a sphere, or a flat cylinder.
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8. The method according to claim 1, further comprising:
superimposing the representation of the current region over
a radiological image of the patient.
9. A medical imaging system comprising:
a processing unit configured to:
determine angle coordinates of a current region in a coor-
dinate system of reference of the medical imaging sys-
tem having a first origin, wherein the current region
comprises a region of an envelope of a patient model
currently exposed or having been exposed to radiation of
the X-ray source in relation to a current position of the
X-ray source;

determining angle coordinates of the current position of the
X-ray source in the coordinate system of reference of the
medical imaging system having the first origin;

determining a difference between the angle coordinates of
the current region and the angle coordinates of the cur-
rent position of the X-ray source in the coordinate sys-
tem of reference of the medical imaging system having
the first origin;

determining angle coordinates of the current region in a

current coordinate system of reference having a second
origin corresponding to the current position of X-ray
source;

projecting the angle coordinates of the current region in the

current coordinate system of reference having the sec-
ond origin; and

display a representation of the current region centered on

the current coordinate system of reference.

10. The medical imaging system according to claim 9,
wherein the processing unit is further configured to:

determine the angle coordinates of the current region in the

current coordinate system of reference, the current
region being defined by a closed surface delimited by at
least three points; and

determine a difference between the angle coordinates of

the at least three points in the coordinate system of
reference of the medical imaging system and the angle
coordinates of the current position of the X-ray source in
the coordinate system of reference of the medical imag-
ing system.

11. The medical imaging system according to claim 9,
further comprising a display configured to display a two-
dimensional mapping of the envelope of the patient model,
wherein the two-dimensional mapping comprises at least one
region being exposed or having been exposed, wherein the
display is centered on the current region.

12. The medical imaging system according to claim 11,
wherein the processing unit is further configured to determine
a position of the X-ray source in the coordinate system of
reference of the medical imaging system to determine the
current region being exposed or having been exposed from
the two-dimensional mapping centered on the current coor-
dinate system of reference.

13. The medical imaging system according to claim 9,
wherein the processing unit is further configured to associate
a dose value with each region of the envelope of the patient
model, wherein the dose value is defined by air kerma.

14. The medical imaging system according to claim 13,
wherein the dose value associated with each region corre-
sponds to an accumulation of a plurality of dose values
derived from prior exposure.

15. The medical imaging system according to claim 9,
wherein the processing unit is further configured to determine
a three-dimensional model of the patient defined by an enve-
lope, wherein the three-dimensional model is a cylinder, a
sphere, or a flat cylinder.
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16. The medical imaging system according to claim 9,
wherein the processing unit is further configured to superim-
pose the representation of the current region over a radiologi-
cal image of the patient.

17. A non-transitory, computer-readable medium storing
program code instructions executable by a computer proces-
sor to perform a method for monitoring a radiation dose
applied to a patient being exposed or having been exposed to
radiation of a medical imaging system, the medical imaging
system comprising an X-ray source, the X-ray source describ-
ing a trajectory in a coordinate system of reference of the
medical imaging system having a first origin, the method
comprising:

determining angle coordinates of a current region in the

coordinate system of reference of the medical imaging
system having a first origin, wherein the current com-
prises a region of an envelope of a patient model cur-
rently exposed or having been exposed to radiation of
the X-ray source in relation to a current position of the
X-ray source;
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determining angle coordinates of the current position of the
X-ray source in the coordinate system of reference of the
medical imaging system having the first origin;

determining a difference between the angle coordinates of
the current region and the angle coordinates of the cur-
rent position of the X-ray source in the coordinate sys-
tem of reference of the medical imaging system having
the first origin;

determining angle coordinates of the current region in a
current coordinate system of reference having a second
origin corresponding to the current position of X-ray
source;

projecting the angle coordinates of the current region in the
current coordinate system of reference having the sec-
ond origin; and

displaying a representation of the current region centered
on the current coordinate system of reference.
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